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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


Sir 


INTRODUC TORY CQMMFMT«g 


1- Cleneral 


This Is responsive to the Official Action dated October 30. 2002 finally rejecting 
claims 8. 9. 17. 18 and 22. Reconsideration of the rejection is requested In view of the 
amendments and comments submitted herewith. 


2. BackorounH 

A response to the Official Action of October 30. 2002 was timely filed on April 1 0 
2003 accompanied by payment for and a petition seeking an extension of time 
enlarging the time for response up to three months from the date of the action. The 
record of this application indicates that this response was lost In the Office after it was 
filed and a duplicate copy of the responsive papers was filed on April 29 2003 
accompanied by a Notice of Appeal. An Appeal Brief in this case if the appeal Is 
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required, is due June 29, 2003. 

By an Advisory Action dated May 6, 2003, entry of the Amendment After Final 
Rejection was refused on grounds tliat the proposed amendments raised new issue s 
that would require further consideration and presented additional claims without 
canceling a corresponding numberof finally rejected claims. The Examiner specifically 
stated in the Advisory Action that claims 23-32 would need to be reviewed for 37 C.F.R. 
§112 issues. 

Among the amendments proposed afterfinal rejection were certain amendments 
to the allowable claims, specifically claim 1 and other claims depending from claim 1 . 
The Examiner's Advisory Action does not inform Applicant whether or not the proposed 
amendments to the allowable claims raised anv issues that would require furth er 
consideration and/orsearch. It is respectfully submitted t hat proposed amendments to 
the allowed claims ^do'not raise any new substantive issues^ hat would require further 
consideration and/or search. 

This application is presently on appeal and it is desired to place the application 
fully in condition for allowance to avoid the need to proceed with a full appeal from the 
Examiner's final rejection. This amendment is submitted in order to resolve all 
outstanding issues in this application, including the issues mentioned in the Examiner's 
Advisory Action of May 6, 2003 and to place the application In condition for passing to 
issue. 

It is respectfully submitted that entry of the amendment is appropriate pursuant 
to 37 C.F.R. § 1.116, 

AMENDMENT 

The following amendment is proposed under 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 to place the 
application in condition for allowance. 

In the amendments that follow, any amendments to or cancellation of claims is 
made without prejudice or disclaimer, and applicant reserves all rights to the original 
disclosed and claimed subject matter contained in this application, and any previously 
proposed claims. 
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The amendments to the claims are presented in the fonn of a LIST OF 
CURRENT CLAIMS listing the current status of all claims in the application and showing 
all amendments made to the claims currently in the application. 
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Confidentlal/Prlvl leaed 

nTidei 


This communication contains confidemial information 
that is intended to be received and read only by the 
party named as addressee (listed after "To:" at the 
left). This communication may contain information 
that i3 subject to the attorney/client privilege and/or 
a court order restricting its dissemination. No one 
else is entitled to read, use, copy or disseminate this 
communication or the Information contained herein. 
If you are not the addressee, or the agent of the 
addressee, then contact us Immediately by telephone 
(collect) or facsimile and arrangements will be mad© 
for the return to us of this communication. 

Thank you. Bacon & Thoivias, PLLC. 


Message: The attached relates to our interview scheduled for June 1 1 and is for discussion only. 
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